
Why Do We Need to Learn This?

Curiosity & Creativity:
Asking “Why?” and “Why not?” about the world around you. One key to fostering Curiosity is to help 
students realize how what they are learning is relevant for their current and future lives. This activity 
engages student’s curiosity by helping them make connections between school and life.

Objective:
Students will be able to formulate connections between class curriculum and school and life.

Materials:
Materials to create a list; Prezi or presentation tool.

Steps:
     •	 Warm-up discussion: Why is it sometimes difficult to see the connection between school and 
              our everyday lives or future goals? Why is it important to understand the relevance of what we 
              are learning?

     •	 With your students, list four to six things you have learned in the last few months.

     •	 Group students in groups of four and assign each group an item from the board.

     •	 Have students list the many ways their current learning can be connected to their current life 
              or future goals.

     •	 Encourage students to consider the relevance of the content and subject matter. For example, 
              calculus is relevant if you want to become an engineer.

     •	 Encourage students to consider the relevance of how they learned the concept. For example, to 
              learn calculus, a student has to be detail oriented and check results. Have students explain why 
              being detailed oriented is relevant to their current lives and future.

     •	 Students should then share the connections they have discovered by creating a Prezi or a 
              multimedia presentation.
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Personal Reflection:
     •	 Describe a concept that you have learned this year that is relevant to you.

     •	 Explain why this content is relevant to both your current life and your future goals.

Group Reflection:
     •	 What can we do to make better connections between what we are learning in school and our 
              everyday lives?

     •	 Why are we more interested in information that is relevant to us?

Extended Learning:
Implement project-based learning in your classroom. Students will foster their curiosity as they seek       
to solve real world problems and challenges. More information is available on the Edutopia website.

Read the following article, “Will I Ever Need to Know This in Real Life?” by Meral Barlas. Next, write a 
blog about your opinion of school and relevance to your life goals or aspirations. Identify something        
that you can do to make your learning more relevant. You can build your blog on Blogger, Weebly,            
Kidblog, or another blogging site.

     Notes:
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https://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learning
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/meral-barlas/finding-education_b_4604530.html

